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The University in Warsaw was established in 1816. The academic
community was involved in the national uprisings of the 19th century and as a result was persecuted by the Russian authorities
occupying this part of the country. When Poland regained independence, the University of Warsaw was one of the biggest Polish universities and it became the largest one in the 1930-ies. Opposition
against the communist system imposed after World War II gradually increased and, in 1968, resulted in student riots put down by
the state police. Many employees of the University became subject
to repressions, but the University, which at the time was providing higher education to
20 thousand students, was able to remain a centre of independent thought; it formed a
number of eminent future intellectuals, including many members of the political opposition, as well as pro-reform officials within the government.
Today the University of Warsaw is one of the best higher education institutions in
Poland. It offers 40 fields of studies with over 170 specialties and numerous specialisations in the area of humanities, exacts sciences and natural sciences. For a number of
years it has been coordinating the implementation of the Bologna Declaration and the
Bologna Process within its own structures in order to foster development of the European Higher Education Area. The University currently provides education to over 54
thousand students and nearly 3 thousand Ph.D. students. It also employs nearly three
and a half thousand academic teachers.
The University cooperates with scientific centres and higher education institutions
from 5 different continents. As of May 2011 it has already signed nearly 250 bilateral
agreements with various partners abroad and entered into around 1200 agreements
with 380 institutions from 30 countries within the framework of the European Union’s
Erasmus programme. In the academic year 2010/2011 about 1150 of its students went
abroad to carry out a part of their curriculum within the framework of Erasmus exchange. In 2007 and again in 2010 the European Commission expressed its special
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recognition to the University of Warsaw and to 20 other higher education institutions
from various EU Member States for their being extremely active in this programme. It
is worth noting that the Erasmus programme is very popular among higher education
institutions, with 2500 participating institutions from all over the EU. The University
of Warsaw hosts about 1500 international students each year.
The University of Warsaw Library is located in the vicinity of the University Campus.
It holds one of the three biggest collections of scholarly and scientific publications in
Poland. The collection numbers nearly three million items, including nearly two million
books. The range of topics covered is very wide, with special emphasis on humanities
and social issues. The Library also holds a large selection of older collections in mathematics, natural sciences, medical sciences, and theology.
Useful links for international students and members of academic staff
University of Warsaw: <http://uw.edu.pl/>
International Relations Office: <http://www.bwz.uw.edu.pl/>
Office for Students’ Affairs: <http://www.bss.uw.edu.pl/>
Warsaw University Library: <http://www.buw.uw.edu.pl/>
Information on courses taught at the University of Warsaw in foreign languages:
<http://informatorects.uw.edu.pl/en/courses/>
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I NSTITUTE

I NTERDISCIPLINARY S TUDIES
“A RTES L IBERALES ”

FOR

The Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies “Artes Liberales” (Instytut
Badań Interdyscyplinarnych “Artes Liberales”, IBI AL) is one of the
basic administrative units of the University of Warsaw operating as a
separate faculty. Its current structure results from the transformation
of the Centre for Studies on the Classical Tradition in Poland and EastCentral Europe (OBTA). The Institute has, to a large extent, maintained the scholarly
characteristics of its predecessor. Initially the research carried out at IBI AL focused
on issues relative to ancient Greek and Latin tradition in countries of Central, Eastern
and South-Eastern Europe, with special emphasis on Poland. The scope of research has
been gradually extended and the Institute has become an important centre for interdisciplinary studies in the humanities, in particular in literature and culture studies.
Much emphasis has been also placed on history and ancient roots of the European
culture in general. The geographic spectrum of issues dealt with by the Institute has
also been extended to cover the whole Mediterranean region, an in particular countries
situated on the northern and eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
IBI AL offers a possibility to study
Examples of research projects
Modern Greek Philology (as first-

carried out at IBI AL in 2011

cycle studies, i. e. B.A. level, see

Ancient Heritage as a Component of the European

p. 7) and Culture Studies with spe-

Civilisation

cialisation in Mediterranean Civi-

Masterpieces of Modern Greek Literature

lisation (as first- and second-cycle

Old Polish Diaries of Journeys Through Europe

studies, B.A. and M.A. levels, see

Polish Romanticism – the Heritage of Cultural Bor-

p. 10). The Institute also offers a
unique “Artes Liberales” curriculum at the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences (CLAS, see p. 12), as

derland
The Image of Russia in the Balkans
Directions and Trends in Italian Literature of the
Renaissance and “Catedra Tre Corone”
Byzantine Civilisation – Speculum Byzantinum

well as three types of Ph.D. pro-

Cyprus: History, Literature, Culture

grammes. The first type of doctoral

Relationships Between Poland and Spain from 16th

studies at the Institute enables stu-

to 20th Century and the “Polish-Spanish Corpus

dents to work on a doctoral disserta-

Diplomaticum”

tion in literature or culture studies.

The Old World Meets the New World: Communi-

The second possibility is to become a

cation and Clash, History and Anthropology of An-

student of the Interdisciplinary Doc-

cient Cultures (Especially Pre-Columbian America)
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toral Studies (Środowiskowe Studia Doktoranckie) organised in cooperation with the
Institute of History of the University of Warsaw. This programme enables students
to work on interdisciplinary doctoral theses under the guidance of two research Ph.D.
supervisors. The third option is to participate in a recently launched prestigious international research programme entitled “The Traditions of Mediterranean Humanism
and the Challenges of Our Times: The Frontiers of Humanity” developed in cooperation with a number of research institutions in Europe and North America.
The Institute coordinates an international educational programme for academic teachers known as the East-European

School

in the

Humanities

(MSH EW). The participants of the programme come from Belarus, Ukraine, Russia,
and Poland. The courses are taught during numerous sessions held either in Warsaw
or in other academic centres cooperating with IBI AL, both in Poland and in countries
which are its eastern neighbours, such as Belarus, Ukraine, Lithuania, and Russia. The
lectures are usually held in Polish, but there are some sessions which are organised in
English or Russian.
ERASMUS exchange students may participate in selected sessions on condition that
such participation is followed by a dissertation or an exam so that the student may
obtain adequate ECTS credits.

A sample of IBI AL academic staff’s research interests
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Within the framework of the ERASMUS programme IBI AL is involved
in cooperation with the following European universities:
Πανεπιστήμιο Κρήτης, University of Crete (Rethymno, Greece)

Πανεπιτήμιο Ιωαννίνων, University of Ioannina (Greece)
Πανεπιστήμιο Κύπρου, University of Cyprus (Nicosia, Cyprus)
Masarykova Univerzita, Masaryk University (Brno, Czech Republic)
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Autonomous University of Madrid (Spain)
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Complutense University of Madrid (Spain)
Universidad de Alicante, Alicante University (Spain)
Universiteit Maastricht, Maastricht University (Netherlands)
Technische Universität Dresden, University of Technology in Dresden (Germany)
Ernst-Moritz-Arndt-Universität Greifswald, Greifswald University (Greifswald)
Università di Pisa, Pisa University (Italy)
Università degli Studi di Roma "La Sapienza", Sapienza University of Rome (Italy)
Università degli Studi di Udine. Udine University (Italy)
Universidade de Lisboa, Lisbon University (Portugal)
The Institute is planning to sign agreements with academic centres in Germany and France.

The OBTA/IBI AL circles have developed a number of teaching projects which they
now carry out on an individual basis. Such projects include the Collegium of Interdepartmental Individual Studies in the Humanities (MISH) at the University of Warsaw,
enabling students to freely choose their courses at all faculties dealing with the humanities and social studies, under the supervision of a carefully selected tutor. The
Collegium has become the model for a number of similar teaching systems at leading
universities in Poland and in Ukraine. A related model is also offered by the »Artes
Liberales« Academy, where the most outstanding students may simultaneously take
courses at a number of leading Polish universities and follow an entirely individual curriculum. The participating universities include the University of Warsaw, the Jagiellonian University, the Adam Mickiewicz University, the Nicolaus Copernicus University, the University of Silesia, the University of Wrocław, the Catholic University of
Lublin, the Maria Skłodowska-Curie University in Lublin and the University of Szczecin
as associated partner.
Our students also demostarte their initiative by becoming involved in the activities
of the Mediterranean Student Association and publishing their own magazine: Pismo
Śródziemnomorskie "Omphalos".

The tympanum at the Zamoyski Palace (the home of IBI AL)

More information on the above-mentioned initiatives is available on websites presented
at the end of this brochure. Students at IBI AL may use the Institute’s library, which
contains over 11 000 volumes on topics reflecting the main areas of interest of various Centres and Laboratories within the Institute. The library provides them access
to dictionaries, encyclopaedias and numerous books in many languages dealing with
history (including history of Central and Eastern Europe), history of art, of Italian and
European Renaissance, as well as to critical editions and commentaries to the works
of classical writers. The collection of books owned by the Hellenic Studies (see p. 7)
constitutes a separate section of the Library.
Students at IBI AL become part of a unique teaching and research community, where
teachers and students has work very closely, and each student is able to shape his/her
unique path of scientific development. Our students enjoy an easy start into scientific
career and may take part in scientific projects from the very beginning of their university education. IBI AL employs many distinguished philologists, experts in cultural and
language studies, and historians. Students can easily get in touch with them and learn
about various scientific disciplines. As result they are offered a perfect opportunity to
shape their own unique interdisciplinary curriculum of study and research.
Participants of international exchange programmes who speak Modern Greek may
also get involved in teaching internships and participate in teaching foreign language courses under the supervision of employees of the Hellenic Studies. Such internships are also available to students who have a good command of other languages taught by IBI AL.
Guest students may also meet the requirements of their curriculum by carrying out
individual work under the supervision of one of the IBI AL staff members. This mode
of study must involve an examination or a written assignment as the basis of earning
ECTS credits. Before coming to Warsaw a international student is requested to find
a scientific supervisor and to discuss with him or her a detailed research plan. The
Institute Coordinator is responsible for facilitating contacts between students and
academic teachers at IBI AL.
Students who take part in the ERASMUS programme at the Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies are entitled to participate in courses included in the offer of other
didactic units at the University of Warsaw, upon acceptance by the programme coordinator.
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M ODERN G REEK P HILOLOGY
Modern Greek Philology at IBI AL was initiated using the resources
of the Hellenic Studies. Its objective is to promote Greek language,
literature, and culture. Students and academic teachers of Modern
Greek Philology are entitled to use the teaching facilities of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies.
The core of our research personnel is composed of specialists in neo-Greek studies, Byzantine studies, Classical studies, and history. Some of our academic teachers are also experts in Slavic
philology, Iberian studies, history of art, ethnography, sociology, and philosophy. The courses in Modern Greek are to a large extent taught by native
speakers delegated for this purpose by the Greek Ministry of National Education, Lifelong Learning and Religious Issues.
The objective of this university curriculum is not limited to enabling students to develop a good command of Modern Greek in speaking and in writing. It is also focused
on dispensing relevant knowledge in Greek history, literature, and culture, covering a
very broad period from the earliest times until today. The course also aims at highlighting the role of Greece in the region and presenting problems that the country
is currently facing. During seminars and workshops our students have the opportunity to read, analyse and interpret the most important texts in Modern Greek literature, starting from the Byzantine period, covering Cretan literature of the Renaissance
and Baroque, and finally dealing with contemporary literary works. The courses also
present the phenomenon of reception of ancient heritage by the European culture (including philhellenism), especially in Central Europe. Students can also examine the
processes of shaping the statehood and culture of modern Greece and the development
of national identity in the Balkans. The Hellenic Studies also participate in various
research activities initiated by the IBI AL research circles.
In 2010 the scope of research carried out by the Hellenic Studies was extended to
cover a number of issues related to Cyprus. Thanks to financial support obtained from
the Ministry of Science and Higher Education the Centre initiated a research programme entitled “Cyprus: History, Literature, Culture”. The research activities carried
out within the framework of this programme will result in a publication dealing with
the history of Cyprus, from its earliest days until today. A series of publications called
"Masterpieces of Modern Greek Literature" and initiated in 2004 merits a special attention. It includes Polish translations of the most important works which have influenced
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the Greek culture. The writings of the following authors have already been published:
Bergadis, Vitsentzos Kornaros, Andreas Kalvos, Dionysios Solomos, Adamantios Korais and Yannis Makriyannis. Anthologies of Greek folk songs and collections of fairy
tales and epic stories of the Greek peoples have also been published.
The main rule behind teaching activities carried out by IBI AL is a close relationship between research and didactics, which results in the unique character of studies at the Modern Greek Philology. The students (and alumni)
are participate extremely actively in all research programmes and initiatives
undertaken in this field of study, including various publications and conferences. The lectures on “Masterpieces of Modern Greek Literature” are prepared not
only by members of the academic teaching staff, but also by Modern Greek Philology
students. Students are also encouraged to publish their translations of Modern Greek
poetry and prose in various volumes of verse and anthologies. Participation in IBI’s
research projects offers the Modern Greek Philology students a possibility to publish
their scientific papers on Greek and Cypriot issues and on the influence of the Greek
culture on the European civilisation.
Students of Modern Greek Philology may use not only the IBI’s Library, but also the
collections acquired over the years by the Hellenic Studies. In its earliest days the
Hellenic Studies defined developing a basic book collection (including dictionaries, encyclopaedias, grammar books, basic literary works and monographs) as one of its most
important goals.
Thanks to support offered by various Greek institutions, such as the Hellenic Foundation for Culture, the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of National Education, Lifelong Learning and Religious Affairs, the National Book Centre of Greece, the Hellenic
Parliament Foundation, the Embassies of Greece and Cyprus, as well as many private
donors, the Hellenic Studies have been able to acquire a well-thought-out collection of
academic books and to develop it in a dynamic way over the last 15 years.

Some of the Karagiozis shadow theatre figures
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The Modern Greek Library collection includes at present about 4 thousand
volumes. It is the biggest collection of books of this kind in Poland and one of
the largest in Central Europe. The Library also holds an important number
of important Greek and Cypriot literary periodicals.
The Hellenic Studies’ library has also developed a significant multimedia collection
of CDs and DVDs (including Modern Greek language courses, music, films, computer
software and multimedia presentations).
Cooperation with the Embassies of Greece and Cyprus in Warsaw is not limited to receiving support for developing the Hellenic Studies’ book collection, but it also involves
organising common scientific and cultural events. Our everyday work has also received
significant support from private donors, such as the Honorary Consul of Poland in
Cyprus, Loukis Papaphilippou, founder of the Loukis Papaphilippou Seat of Advancement in Modern Greek.
Courses at the Modern Greek Philology are offered in Polish and in Modern Greek.
English-speaking students may also participate in some of the courses. Most of the
teaching curriculum is composed of foreign language classes in Modern Greek taught
by both Greek and Polish teachers. Erasmus students who speak Modern Greek
are particularly welcome to participate in language courses at the intermediate and
advanced level. They may also participate in courses preparing for state exams in
Modern Greek (Certificate of Attainment in Modern Greek) at the B2 and C1 level.
The Centre for Hellenic Studies has been certified as an examination centre by the
Centre for the Greek Language in Thessaloniki. Exams at A1-C1 levels are organised
in May each year.
Good command of Modern Greek enables international students to participate, together with students of the Modern Greek Philology and Culture Studies in Mediterranean Civilisation, in seminars given by the employees of the Hellenic Studies.
Seminars taught in Modern Greek deal with Greek literature of the 19th and 20th
century (seminars aimed at B.A. students), Greek Orthodox Church, as well as the
history of the 1821 uprising and its place in the culture of contemporary Greeks
(these seminars are intended for M.A. students). The curriculum of international
students may also include participation in courses devoted to the reading of source
texts, which will include Ancient Greek texts (a good command of English is required
for this course) and Byzantine texts. All participants of international exchange programmes are kindly invited to take part in research activities carried out by the Hellenic Studies, namely to participate in conferences and meetings of research teams.
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M EDITERRANEAN C IVILISATION
Mediterranean Studies offer the opportunity to learn about the
broadly understood culture of the Mediterranean civilisations
from the antiquity to the present day. Individualized curriculum enables students to get acquainted with and understand
the culture of the selected region of the Mediterranean area,
with special emphasis on the current issues and dominant forms of modern
culture. The programme is focused on cultural studies and therefore it also offers certain theoretical foundations which are necessary to fully understand
the history of culture, art, philosophy and literature of the Mediterranean
world, both in the context of its historical development and its interdisciplinary dimension.
Selected courses offered to students in

Our academic teaching team is com-

the 2010/2011 academic year (taught in

posed of renowned scientists specialis-

Polish):

ing in various issues pertinent to mod-

Introduction to Culture and Literature of An-

ern liberal arts, such as Classical stud-

cient Greece

ies, Polish studies, Iberian studies, Ital-

Introduction to Roman Culture and Litera-

ian studies, French studies, Byzantine

ture

studies, Neo-Hellenic studies, history,

History of Art of the Renaissance and
Baroque
Reception of Ancient Philosophy to the Intellectual Culture of Europe
Semiotics of Culture

regional studies, diplomacy, history of
art, language studies, literature studies, theatre studies, cultural anthropology, sociology, and religious studies.

Cultural Institutions and Their Principles

Our students are invited to analyse recep-

History of Iberian Culture

tion of ancient heritage by the European cul-

Judaism in the Culture of Europe

ture, with particular emphasis on ancient

The Civilisational Dimension of Eurasia: the

traditions in Central Europe. They may also

Time and a Human Individual

learn both classical languages (Latin and

Meetings of the Culture of Regions

Greek) and one of the three following mod-

Civilisational Issues in the Post-Colonial Per-

ern languages: Italian, Spanish or Modern

spective
France and the Mediterranean Sea
History of Culture in the Balkans
Descartes Has Never Seen a Monkey.
A Course in Human Evolution
Sanctity and Laughter
History of Human Body in Culture

Greek. Our educational offer also includes
lectures in anthropology of culture, history
of Byzantine culture, culture of Latin Middle
Ages, Renaissance, Baroque and Enlightenment, culture of Judaism and Islam, as well
as literature of contemporary Greece.
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A selection of IBI AL publications

The objective of the Mediterranean Studies is to educate specialists with comprehensive knowledge in humanities and a high level of skills in interdisciplinary approach
to cultural issues – specialists who will fully understand European civilisational processes.
At the beginning of the B.A. studies each student chooses one of the three available
specialisation tracks – Iberian, French and Italian, or Greek and Balkan. Each of the
specialisations covers 120 hours of lectures on history of culture of the selected region.
A fourth track called “Mediterranean Culture on the Other Side of the Atlantic” was introduced in 2010. It enables students to make an attempt to look at the Iberian culture
from the perspective of the inhabitants of the New World. They will also learn about
the reactions of Europeans to the cultural (and also biological and natural) “otherness”
discovered in the context of the conquest and colonization of America. The new specialisation will open a possibility to discuss the transformation of European culture and
mentality under the influence of colonization and contacts with the New World.
The curriculum of M.A. studies enables the students to follow the previously selected
thematic track and to focus on various aspects of cultural issues pertinent to the contemporary regions of the Mediterranean Area, which include Modern Greek, Italian
and Iberian culture as well as contemporary popular culture. At this stage students
may combine a variety of seminars and monographic lectures into a well-profiled specialisation in the field of ancient or neo-Latin civilisation or contemporary Mediterranean culture (namely Modern Greek, Italian or Spanish culture).
Some courses are taught in Spanish or Italian and they are most readily accessible for international students wishing to study at IBI AL. Those courses include a
writing workshop entitled “Analysing Literary Forms and Genres. The Rudiments
of Narratology” (in Italian), a seminar on the “Historical Heritage of Spain” and a
lecture entitled “Spain. The Name and Concept Over the Centuries” (in Spanish),
and finally – a seminar on the history and perception of the Greek Uprising and a
seminar on Greek Orthodox faith (both in Modern Greek).
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C OLLEGIUM A RTES L IBERALES

Collegium Artes Liberales (CLAS, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences)
offers an interdisciplinary studies in social sciences, humanities and
natural sciences designed for the students of the humanities.
The goals of the Collegium are: to provide students with an environment favourable to expanding their knowledge and skills
and to develop their thinking and judgment through interactive forms of teaching and study, as well as through close interaction with
their lecturers and tutors. The methodology used to accomplish these goals relies
on individual curricula suited to students’ interests; it is aligned with the liberal arts
formula tested and proven at universities recognized for excellence.
It took several years and cooperation with
lecturers and experts from the United States

Examples of courses offered at CLAS

to develop the Collegium’s curriculum. Its

taught in English)

in the 2011/12 winter semester (courses

core was inspired by the curriculum of the

Reading of Artistic Text

College of Liberal Arts, at the University of

A Glance at Contemporary Mathematics

Chicago. The Collegium offers a new general-

Biological Evolution

education degree program that will remain

Introduction to Cyberculture Studies

dynamic, in parallel to the mode of thinking
and judgment the school hopes to foster; the
curriculum will be continually redefined and

Encyclopaedias and Encyclopaedisms
Image in Culture
Religion in the Face of Postmodernism

reshaped as part of the process of the on-going cooperation with our US partners.
Classes at the Collegium, both in format and instructional style resemble seminars and are taught by outstanding academics credited with major achievements in their respective disciplines. The goal here is not only to provide the students with a certain body of knowledge from various academic disciplines, but also to
equip them with skills they could use both within and outside of academia. Among
these are: the ability to read texts critically, in depth; to make contributions
to a debate; to deliver a cogent, complex but clear argument; the ability to
write texts of various length: essays, reviews and academic papers. Students
practice these skills throughout the semester; additional classes within a given specialization are intended to develop one or two of these skills. Under the tutor’s supervision,
the student learns to follow his or her intellectual progress and plan a further course
of study.
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The inscription in the IBI AL main Conference Hall (Αίθουσα Παπαφιλίππου)

Naturally, this course of study requires from the student more work outside class than
is usually the case. Only individuals who have the necessary self-discipline and take
real pleasure in acquiring knowledge should opt for the Collegium.
Some of the courses at CLAS are taught in English (for instance Academic Writing
in English or English for Academic Purposes) and international students are particularly welcome to attend them.
'
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IBI AL – important links

Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies „Artes Liberales”: <http://www.obta.uw.edu.pl/>
Hellenic Studies (partly in Modern Greek): <http://www.psh.ibi.uw.edu.pl/>
Mediterranean Civilisation: <http://www.cs.ibi.uw.edu.pl/>
Collegium Artes Liberales: <http://www.clas.ibi.uw.edu.pl/>
Mediterranean Student Association: <http://www.kolosrodziemnomorskie.uw.edu.pl/>
Ph.D. Programmes: <http://www.isd.obta.uw.edu.pl/> and <http://www.sd.obta.uw.edu.pl/>
International Ph.D. Programme (MPD): <http://www.mpd.ibi.uw.edu.pl/>
East-European School in the Humanities (MSH EW): <http://www.ial.org.pl/msh/>
Academia „Artes Liberales”: <http://www.aal.edu.pl/>
Collegium of Interdepartmental Individual Studies in the Humanities (MISH):
<www.mish.uw.edu.pl/>
IBI AL – important e-mail addresses
General address of the Institute: ibi@ibi.uw.edu.pl
Hellenic Studies: psh@ibi.uw.edu.pl
Mediterranean Civilisation (Students Affairs Office): rodak@ibi.uw.edu.pl
Collegium Artes Liberales: kolegium@ibi.uw.edu.pl
ERASMUS Coordinator at the Instutite: erasmus@ibi.uw.edu.pl
(as of September 2011 the Coordinator is Przemysław Kordos, Ph.D.:
pkordos@ibi.uw.edu.pl)

&
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WARSAW
The Capital. Warsaw is the biggest city in Poland and it can be
easily reached by nearly all means of transport – it is accessible from all EU Member States either by plane, by train or by
coach. The city is extremely diversified: on one hand it offers
dynamic lifestyle typical for big cities, but on the other hand it
provides many opportunities to relax and enjoy life.
Warsaw for Tourism and Culture. Warsaw is one of the largest
cultural centres in Poland. It hosts a number of museums and
similar institutions which focus on various areas of interest, such as science (for example the ultra-modern Copernicus Science Centre), history
(which includes the Warsaw Uprising Museum and the Museum of the Polish Army),
ethnography (e.g. the Ethnographical Museum), caricature (e.g. the Museum of Caricature, the Poster Museum), and art (for example the National Museum and the Fryderyk
Chopin Museum).
Warsaw also prides itself in its historical buildings: the most popular historical site in Warsaw is the
Royal Route leading from the Gardens of the Summer Residence of
King Stanisław Poniatowski to the
Old Town, listed as the UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Tourists can
also visit the former residence of
king Jan III Sobieski which includes a beautiful palace complex
surrounded by lovely gardens. This
attraction is located at the outskirts of Warsaw.

The Royal Castle in the Old Town

Leisure. In the city itself and in its vicinity you can find a zoological garden, botanic
gardens, recreation areas and parks, swimming pools, and ice rinks. The city
has interesting music clubs, as well as numerous theatres, cinemas, an opera house
and musical theatres. Every year the capital hosts a number of Polish and international theatre festivals.
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The city is situated on the Masovian
Plain. Warsaw is very friendly to bikers
who can easily move around the city and
enjoy leisure trips outside of its borders.
Bicycle trips will enable you to discover
the beauty of typical Polish flora: mixed
forests, meadows and riverside ecosystems.
Living in Warsaw. The International Relations Office may help in finding accommodation for ERASMUS students in student dormitories belonging to the University of Warsaw. Due to a limited number
of places in dormitories some students
may have to search for other accommodation; the office will inform them of possible solutions. They can also expect their
mentor to help them find adequate accommodation.

The Palace of Culture and Science

The costs of living in Warsaw are comparable to the costs of living in other European capitals. Renting a flat in one of the
centrally located districts costs at least
500 EUR. A cheaper solution is to rent
a flat together with other ERASMUS students. A monthly ticket covering all types
of public transport within the city costs
about 20 EUR (detailed information can
be found on the website of Public Transport Authority of Warsaw – see below).

The Old Town Market Square

The Office for Students’ Affairs provides information regarding temporary residence
permit obligatory for students and academics staying at the University of Warsaw for
more than three months as well as about visas required for Non-EU/EEA citizens and
about health insurance mandatory for all international students and academics.
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The Palace on the Water in the Łazienki Park
Warsaw – science, culture and leisure
National Library: <http://www.bn.org.pl/>
Public Library of the Capital City of Warsaw: <http://www.koszykowa.pl/>
Polish Academy of Science: <http://www.pan.pl/>
Łazienki Królewskie Park: <http://www.lazienki-krolewskie.pl/>
The Wilanów Palace Museum: <http://www.wilanow-palac.pl/>
Copernicus Science Centre: <http://www.kopernik.org.pl/>
National Museum In Warsaw: <http://www.mnw.art.pl/>
Warsaw Uprising Museum: <http://www.1944.pl/>
Fryderyk Chopin Museum: <http://chopin.museum/pl>
Wilanów Poster Museum: <http://www.postermuseum.pl/>
Eryk Lipiński Museum of Caricature: <http://www.muzeumkarykatury.pl/>
International Theatre Schools Festival MFST: <http://www.festival.at.edu.pl/>
Warsaw Film Festival: <http://www.wff.pl/>
Palace of Culture and Science: <http://www.pkin.pl/>
Public Transport Authority of Warsaw: <http://www.ztm.waw.pl/>
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